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a show of proceeding to the compartment reserved for prisoners, but
made a sudden left wheel and began to push people who had been there
with platform tickets. No warning was given, no request was made to
move away from or clear the platform. . . . Both outside and inside
the platform, serious loss of life would have occurred, had not people
remained calm and non-violent under great provocation. . . *
The local Congress Committee, the Chittagong Association and the
local Khilafat Committee met at an extraordinary emergency meeting on
the morning of the 21st instant and appointed an independent committee of
enquiry. . . . Photographers have been engaged to take photographs of
the wounded. We shall be thankful if you kindly advise us as to what
steps should be taken to redress our grievances in this respect.
Swadeshi propaganda is being pushed on with greater vigour than
heretofore. . . .
Up to now thirty persons have been convicted in connection with
the Congress propaganda, and twenty-seven of them are still in jail.
Prosecution is pending against six.
The facts are set forth with such precision, that it is hard to
suspect any exaggeration. And yet it is equally hard to credit the
authorities with such utter callousness as is to be inferred from the
description given by Prasanna Babu.  Manifestly the crowd was in
a holiday mood.  Thank God, prisons have ceased to frighten us.
The people therefore illuminated their houses, and went in a pro-
cession to see the prisoners off. There could be no violent intent in
this. But it was too much for the Magistrate. He evidently thought
that the deterrent effect of the punishment he had inflicted was
being counteracted by these rejoicings and that in time he might
have to turn the whole of Chittagong into a prison to accommodate
the whole population.  He therefore resorted to the Gurkha charge.
It is difficult (assuming the truth of the report) in any other man-
ner to account for the brutal action taken against totally innocent
holiday-makers.  It is clear,  too,  that the members of the  so-
called Peace and Order Associations are playing into the hands of
the bureaucracy.    These   are  -no   doubt   trying   circumstances.
But we counted the cost when we entered upon the course.   We
must pay it.  We must go through the fiery ordeal, and prove our
purity before we are admitted to the promised land.  The leaders
and the people of Chittagong deserve to be warmly congratu-
lated upon their exemplary self-restraint and calmness under cir-
cumstances the most provoking.   I can tender no other advice
than to say that they should pursue their even course in spite of
greater dangers still.  The only redress that is open to us is each
time to show greater courage and greater self-control, till at last